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The 'A' Note

Coming ‘A’vents For Jan.-Feb.-March-April 2010
Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010

Jan. 05 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
Jan. 13 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High School

The A Note is the
official
publication of The
Garden State
Model A Region of
the AACA.

Feb. 02 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
Feb. 10 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High School
Mar. 02 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
Mar. 10 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High School
Apr. 06 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
Apr. 14 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High School

Dues Are Due
Most Outrageous Factory Options Ever...

Opinions
expressed by the
authors are their
own and do not
necessarily
express the official
policy of GSMAR.
Any material
contained herein
may be
reproduced if
proper credit is
given.
The deadline for
printing The A
Note is the 20th of
each month.
Please mail all

Highway Hi-Fi

material to the

In 1956, nearly a decade before the 8-track tape player emerged, CBS
Laboratories developed a special under-dash record player accessory for
Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge, Imperial and Plymouth vehicles. Called the Highway Hi-Fi, this slide-out turntable was located in a shock-mounted case and
played special 7-inch records using the same amp and speaker that the radio played through. The collection of little LPs included "Tchaikovsky's
Sixth Symphony," the complete score of the Broadway musical "Pajama
Game," quiet jazz by Paul Weston and His Orchestra, and Gene Autry in
Walt Disney's "Davy Crockett" to keep the kids quiet — all titles from
CBS's Columbia Records division. CBS had designed the player not to skip,
but it was a record player, and potholes will be potholes, so of course it did
skip. Hmm, limited music selection, questionable performance — I wonder
what's on the radio?
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The regular
meeting of

Sunshine Report...

G.S.M.A.R. is

Ron Brion reported that he hasn’t been well.

normally held

Jack Bradley is still recuperating from his operation.

the 2nd

Jack Markley has gained back 10 Lbs. of the near 30 that he lost during his illness.

Wednesday of
each month,
(except July and
August), at the
Deptford Township
High School,

Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010

Fox Run Road,
Deptford NJ
08096, At 8PM.
During July
and August the
meetings will be
held at a preannounced place
and time if one is
available.
The Directors
meeting is held on
the 1st Tuesday of
each month at the
Hampton Inn, 121
Laurel Oak Road,
Voorhees NJ 08043
at 8PM.
The G.S.M.A.R.
dues are $12, which
is due by the
January meeting
of every year. Our
club is part of the

The 50 Worst Cars of All Time...
1909 Ford Model T
Uh-oh. Here comes
trouble. Let's stipulate
that the Model T did
everything that the history books say: It put
America on wheels, supercharged the nation's
economy and transformed the landscape in
ways unimagined when
the first Tin Lizzy rolled
out of the factory. Well,
that's just the problem,
isn't it? The Model T —
whose mass production technique was the work of engineer William C. Klann,
who had visited a slaughterhouse's "disassembly line" — conferred to Americans the notion of automobility as something akin to natural law, a right endowed by our Creator. A century later, the consequences of putting every living soul on gas-powered wheels are piling up, from the air over our cities to
the sand under our soldiers' boots. And by the way, with its blacksmithed
body panels and crude instruments, the Model T was a piece of junk, the
Yugo of its day.

AACA and you
must pay their
dues to them.

Dues Are Due
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Look here For a Deal

For Sale....
1931 Chevrolet 2 Door Sedan. $4,500. Call Mike
Torowus at 856-589-7031.
Rebuilt Mopar 318 Engine and Rebuilt Auto
Trans-Low Mileage(cost $3,000 to rebuild) will
sell for $2,000-comes with a ‘75 Dodge 300 Van.
1929 Ford Model AA short frame truck. $500 or
B/O.
1974 AMC Hornet. $500 B/O.
Call Al Zipkin at 856-232-6291.
Parts - Model A.
Call Bill Miller 856-829-1703.

810856-810-5300
609-519-0608 cell

Parts - Model A .
1967 Ford Galaxy 500 Convert. Auto V8.
1956 Chevy 4 door Belair V8 stick.
Call Joe Merlino at 609-561-5261.
1964 Chevy Corvair Convertible, 4 speed stick,
good top, no rust. $4,500.
Utility Trailer - 4x8 Heavy duty (2200 lbs) with
ramp and tool box, 14” wheels $495.
Call Joe Steiner at 856-627-1881.

Murphy's Car is Stolen
Murphy's wife borrowed his car and parked in the
supermarket car park. Just as she came out laden
with shopping, she saw a young lad break into the
car, hot wire it and drive off. Naturally she reported the matter to the police.' What did he look
like?, the sergeant asked. 'I don't know she replied,
but I got the license plate'.

Jack Markley has many tools and car parts for
sale 856-795-1280
Parts - Model A,’29 Rad. Shell,28-29 Red steering Wheel,30 Steering Wheel(splined) in box, 29
horn & light rods,28-29 (7 tooth) steering column.
Call Larry Corn 609-261-1788.
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Trouble Shooting The Model A...
Model A motor noise
Mechanical
 Poor oil quality or lack of oil
 Foreign matter in engine
 Carbon build up deposits in the combustion chamber
 Incandescent spark plug points or carbon particles
 Play in valve operating mechanism





Loose connecting rod big end bearings
Loose cylinder head retention bolts
Loose flywheel
Loose writs pin bearings






Worn main bearings
Worn timing gears
Worn cylinder, out of round
Worn piston, permitting
side slap

 High piston
 Tight piston ring

Dues Are Due
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How to Learn a Car's Story...
Secrets to finding out the truth!
Published 9/1/2005
One of the fundamental keys to making a successful 'long-distance' purchase of a car is to
learn the car's 'story'. The 'story' I am referring to is the one that tells us where the car has
spent most of its life, which part of the country, which state, if it's been in the city or the country, in the snow or the sun. If it traveled from coast to coast, how many owners it's had, and
how has it been cared for. Things like if it was garaged or parked outside, was it serviced regularly, sporadically or not at all. Was this maintenance done professionally at a garage, or privately by the owner? You see the more we can find out about the use and abuse the car has
had the in it's past life the better we are able to forecast how the car will perform if the future
when you own it.
"Ah, this is all very well," I hear you saying, "but how do we actually find out this information - especially on a car that's fifty years old?
Well the good news is there are ways. Certainly with newer cars our job is made a lot easier.
Vehicles produced after 1981 had their Vehicle Identification Numbers (VIN) recorded buy the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) almost from the moment they first set a tire on a public
highway. Every time the car has any modifications made to the title, its recorded buy the DMV.
That includes, emissions and safety inspections as well as change of owners and addresses.
Carfax is one of the biggest companies that supply these reports for a fee, however we find
that many people misunderstand the information and take the 'Clean Title Guarantee' as the
last word. Well I'm here to tell you it's not, there are plenty of cases where a car can appear to
apparently have a clean title, even though it does not. I have a car sitting outside my house
right now that is a case in point. The insurance company has totaled the car and I've been paid
for it, but I have the car and a clean 'original' title in my desk drawer, and I've done nothing dishonest to obtain it. So let me reiterate that the system is NOT infallible, and its still 'buyers beware'!
So what else can be done? Well one of the simplest things is one that is often overlooked
and that is, to ask the seller to fax you a copy of the title. Firstly, I believe this is good practice
anyway as you will be getting some kind of proof that the seller is indeed most likely the legal
owner of the vehicle you are about to purchase, but secondly often times the name of the prior
owner can be found on this document. Sometimes this is because the current owner has never
transferred the vehicle to their name, and other times, it's just because it's the way a particular
states does things. Either way, if you are lucky a quick search through directory enquires will
get you a phone number and another chunk of the cars 'story' will reveal itself to you. I have
known some clients manage to trace back two and three decades of a cars history simply by
asking this prior owner what they can tell you about the person they brought the car from then doing a trace on that owner and carrying on down the line. You won't believe how gratifying it is to find out all this buried information about a car you are about to own! That being
said, of course there are times when the news you uncover is not what you want to hear - like
the guy who tells you he wrecked the car years ago and last saw it on the back of a flat-bed
truck on it's way to a wrecking yard! But in the big picture when you think about it, it's all good
news.
Depending on how much time you have to work with you can in fact write to the DMV in the
state in which the vehicles last title was recorded and ask them to do a title history search.
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There is of course a special form you have to use to make the request (which can be
downloaded off the internet) and a fee, usually not more than about $15 for the full search.
If the title turns out to be a dead end, the next step is to use the services of a professional inspection company, such as Automobile Inspections, LLC they offer a comprehensive check of
the vehicle from top to bottom. Once again here you will want to not just read the obvious from
the report, but read between the lines, try to learn what the condition tells you about how the
car has lived and been cared for. (If you have problems with this, the above company has consultants who can help you to decipher things)
Other ways to learn about the cars past come in the form of receipts for parts and service records. Don't think that because a car has been fully restored this stuff isn't important, it is and
maybe even more so. How else will you be able to tell how well a restoration job was done
unless you see the receipts and cancelled checks for the parts and labor? Again, with these receipts, pay attention to the quality of the parts used (look for name brands), as well as the size
of the bills for labor - if possible call the body shop who did the paint job or bodywork on the
car and ask them how the car looked when they first got it in, and how long it took them to get
things looking the way it does today.
Finally as a last resort try finding out what you can about the current owner/seller. What you
can establish about their integrity is a very important part of the 'success formula'. Start off by
interviewing them about the car, ask how long they've owned it for, what repairs they have had
to make to the car during their ownership, and if they were going to keep the car what is the
next repair they would want to take care of. All the time covertly try to find out things like what
they do for a living, want kind of house/neighborhood they live in (look in the background of the
photos they may have sent you of the car) are you looking at a nice house with a well kept yard,
or a front yard that's indecipherable from a wrecking yard! Is this the kind of person, who takes
care of problems quickly and correctly when they arise, or someone who procrastinates and
bodges things out of desperation? This is a good indication of how they likely maintained their
car.
Of course no matter what you do when buying a car long distance, there is always some risk
involved. The objective in finding a cars 'story' is to try to minimize that risk as much as possible. This is something that can be achieved if you do your homework and use 'due diligence'
before writing that check!
Jeff Webster
Buyer Services International LLC

1) Don't Swear at Other Drivers
Eddie was driving down the road and met a car coming the other way. Although there was room to pass
easily, Eddie forced the oncoming car to slow down and wound down his window and shouted 'Pig' . The
other driver looked in his rear view mirror and swore at Eddie. Then his car hit the pig.

2) Time to Stop
A traffic cop pulled alongside a speeding car on the motorway. Glancing into the car, he was astounded to
see that the young lady, who was driving, was knitting.
Realizing that she was oblivious to his flashing lights and siren, the policeman wound down his window,
turned on his loudspeaker and yelled, 'PULL OVER!'
'NO', the young lady yelled back, 'It's A SCARF!'

Dues Are Due
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The rare Town Car Delivery
version of the 1931 Ford Model A truck
was a shortened panel truck with an aluminum body and open driver's quarters.
As in past years, the factory offered a comprehensive selection of commercial bodies
for the 1930-1931 Ford Model A truck.
The most popular and practical versions of
the were the fully enclosed Ford DeLuxe
panel delivery and the closed-cab pickup.
But no iteration of the 1930-1931 Ford
Model A truck was prettier than the Town
Car Delivery. Offered for only two years, the Town Car Delivery was a close-coupled, foreshortened panel
truck with an aluminum body and an open driver's compartment that could be protected by a soft roof in inclement weather.
Though used a suspension of every 1930-1931 Ford Model A truck was the same as that of the long-lived
Model T, the Model A truck was superior in every way and far more sophisticated.
It could do 60 mph, had a modern gearbox and electrical system, and stopped much better with mechanical
brakes on all four wheels instead of two.
Ford trucks packed more value for money than just about any others on the road, and Ford led Chevrolet in
production from 1929 through 1931. Unfortunately, the Depression was deepening, and sales were dropping
alarmingly. From 1.5 million units in 1929, production of Model A-based trucks slipped to just a third of that
total in 1931.
Rumors in the trade for most of the year suggested that Henry Ford was working on a V-8 to go one-up on
Chevrolet's six. Some said it would be put in a new truck line to replace the faltering Model A-based series.
Finally, on July 29, 1931, Ford laid off 75,000 workers and closed 25 of his 36 U.S. factories until sales
showed some improvement. Privately, the wily auto baron knew it was all over for four-cylinder cars and
trucks, and was well along with the Model A's replacement.

A magical Irish Confession Box
An Irishman goes into the confessional box after years of being away from the church.
There's a fully equipped bar with Guinness on tap. On another wall is a dazzling array of fine cigars and
chocolates.
Then the priest comes in. "Father, forgive me, for it's been a very long time since I've been to confession. And
I must say, the confessional box is much more inviting than it used to be."
The priest replies: "Get out! You're on my side."
Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010

Dues Are Due
8

The 'A' Note

REMEMBER THE HEAP?
Remember the first car you ever owned. Chances are that it was not a new automobile. In fact, it may
have been quite a few years old. In my case, my first car was older than I was. Your first car was most
likely far less than your ideal car. You'd seen the movies and watched the television commercials, and
you knew what you really would have liked in an automobile. Red and fast, sleek and stylish, powerful
and convertible. It was easy to imagine yourself, wind blowing through you hair, cruising past your
friends in a beautiful auto. Most likely, this daydream was not to be. Your first car quite possibly had
faded paint, a bald snow tire on the front right, a couple of missing lug nuts, a couple of dents, some loose
cylinders, a less than fully charged battery, a rusty fender or two, a noisy muffler, stains on the upholstery, and it drifted right if you took your hand off the wheel. It wasn't perfect, but it was yours, and
nothing could dampen your excitement at being able to drive. From the look on your face when you were
behind the wheel, people would have thought you were driving! a Ferrari. You were free at last!! Sure
you had to jump-start the thing once in a while and it overheated on long hills, but it was worth it.
Each of us has a physical body that's kind of like that first car. God gave us life and turned us loose upon
the world, and we're not quite perfect. We're too tall to fit comfortably in a 737-economy seat, too short
to play in the NBA. We're not smart enough to understand nuclear physics, or even supply side economics. We don't look as good as Tom Cruise or Pamela Anderson. We can't sing like Hootie or the Blowfish.
Our nose might have belonged to Jimmy Durante. Our eyes are a strange shade of green. Our ears remind us of Dumbo. Our hair is Phyillis Diller like. We've never been in a major motion picture. We were
born into a family that couldn't have possibly been from the same planet. We're just not as cool as James
Bond. We don't even want to talk about our behavior problems. We're wanna-be Rolls Royces stuck in
'65 Chevrolets. Perhaps if we were Rolls Royce's, many of our problems would simply disappear. The
problem is that the '65 Chevy is the only physical form that we'll ever have. It will never be a Mercedes, a
Rolls Royce, or a Ferrari, or even an Indy racecar. It's what God made us and we're stuck with it. Often,
we spend a substantial amount of time yearning to be that fancy car.
Sometimes we feel that if we can't have the Rolls, why bother getting on the road. We let the '65 Chevy
fall into disrepair and don't realize what it can do for us. If we tune the engine, clean the upholstery, install new tires, fix the dents, and wax the paint, the less than perfect car will serve us well. With the
proper maintenance and care, it may not win the Daytona 500, but it will certainly help us reach our destination safe and sound. And in many cases, a '65 Chevy can be a lot more fun than a stuffy Rolls Royce.
The thing that we really need to remember is that our '65 Chevy is a gift from God. The soul that occupies the driver's seat needs to find that enthusiasm, excitement, and gratitude of a teenager with a first
car. After all, the gift of life is something to truly get excited about, something to appreciate each and
every day. Imagine what it would be like to awaken each day and feel blessed for the opportunity to be
able to drive, to be grateful for the fact that you've got wheels and can do a lot with what you've got, and
to avoid dwelling on the dents, stains, and other apparent shortcomings.
You can get on the road and go, and be joyful all the way but we also need to appreciate all the other '65
Chevy's, '58 Plymouths, '62 Ramblers, '55 Dodges, '61 Oldsmobile's, and other seemingly plain models
drivin' down the road with us, because it can get darn lonely when the road gets rough. Tom.
Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010
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